Other Common Ailments of Cattle             141
western Canada also report many cases of goiter annually, In some of these states the losses from goiter in some kinds of live-stock have been so severe as to endanger the industry.
While goiter is more important in other live-stock, only calves will be considered in this chapter. The disease as it affects other animals will be treated in their respective sections. Goiter seldom affects adult cattle. There is a possibility that the disease does affect older animals, but the size and thickness of the neck may prevent discovery.
Goiter is an enlargement of the thyroid gland in the neck of the calf. The disease is usually congenital, that is, the animal is born with the enlarged gland. This type of goiter is seen more often in those calves born in the early spring months. It is a peculiar fact that on some farms the lamb crop may be ruined by an epidemic of goiter, while the calves are not affected. The reverse is sometimes observed. When animals have free access to sunlight, green forage and warm weather, the number of goiters is reduced. There are also seasonal and yearly variations when goiter is likely to be more common than usual. An epidemic may appear suddenly in a section of the goiter belt where no trouble was reported previously. In the northwest states it has been noted that the live-stock in the valleys suffer most while those on high ground or on hillsides may escape. When cattle are shipped from sections where goiter is not prevalent into another state, such as Montana, they do not have any immunity. Consequently, they are as likely to give birth to goiterous calves as the native cows.
Cause of goiter
The cause of goiter is a shortage of iodine in the food and water. In man, whenever the water and soil are low in iodine, there is sure to be a high rate of goiter. It was formerly thought to be an infectious disease carried in water. This is not true, for whenever the proper amount of iodine exists in water, goiter is rare. The shortage of iodine